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GOVERNOR OF THE YEAR 2021

A showcase how expert
management of human and
material resources by Governor
Obaseki has transformed the
fortunes of Edo State, reforming its
civil service, tackling learning
poverty, promoting industrialisation
and unleashing the potential of our

youth population in technology and

the creative industry, among others.

His Eizéﬁéncy
Godwin Obaseki

Governor, Edo State







OBASEKI, EDO’S
TRAILBLAZER GOVERNOR

ince the past six years that Godwin Obaseki has been

Governor of Edo State, the state has been transformed

into a thriving industrial hub, breaking barriers that
had hitherto stifled growth and development.

Governor Obaseki assumed office in 2016 with a mani-
festo focused on the Edo State Development Roadmap with
a mission to achieve prosperity for the people of the state.

Deploying a rare knack for managing people and re-
sources, the governor has made remarkable impact in ed-
ucation, healthcare, security, institutional transformation,
infrastructure upgrade, and environmental regeneration,
among others.

For his efforts, Edo State has topped charts on develop-
ment, ranking as 2nd best-performing state in 2019 World
Bank’s portfolio performance award, with the most recent
being the recognition of the governor as the 2021 Van-
guard Governor of the Year.

The Godwin Obaseki-led administration works with
a vision of making Edo a modern and progressive state
where every citizen is empowered with the opportunity to
live life in its fullness.

This has guided him and his team in designing and im-
plementing intentional programmes and projects in the
state.

With the slogan in his current tenure: Making Edo Great
Again (MEGA), Edo is striving to become the most eco-
nomically sustainable sub-national in Africa.

Edo State under Governor Obaseki works with a bold
systemic approach to development captured in Six The-
matic Pillars:

Economic Revolution

The economic goal of the Godwin Obaseki administration
is guided by the Edo 30-Year Development Plan which
leads its economic growth by exploring unique advan-
tages in agriculture, manufacturing, knowledge economy,
among others.

This is seen in the Edo State Oil Palm Programme (a
multi-million-dollar public-private partnership); estab-

HIS EXCELLENCY, MR. GODWIN OBASEKI
GOVERNOR, EDO STATE

lishment of bus and trailer terminals located at the heart
of the state connecting areas and the ongoing Benin River
Port which will be vital in aiding both local and interna-
tional trade. Edo State has proven to be the best place for
public-private partnerships that work; a proof is the Edo
Modular Refinery which has shown great success.

Infrastructural development

Infrastructural development in Edo is built on the frame-
work of the ongoing Edo State Master and Regional Plan
which guides the development of its built environment.
Thousands of kilometres of roads and bridges have been
constructed and public-private partnerships in its pow-
er sector has resulted in the Azura Power Plant (Largest
Power Investment in Africa worth over $1B), and Ossio-
mo Power Plant (powers the government-owned buildings
and street lights). Edo is continuously positioning its infra-
structural stock to accommodate cross-cutting industrial
activities. Access to water, especially in rural areas, afforda-
ble housing schemes and introduction of the EDOGIS, a
body responsible for land administration, have made Edo
State an ideal place to live and work. Edo boasts to be the
most connected state in Nigeria with fibre-optic cables (in
partnership with MainOne) distributed across thousands
of kilometres in the state.



_ L-R: Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki; Secretary to the State Government, Osarocllon Ogie Esq
and Deputy Governor, Rt. Hon. Comrade Philip Shaibu, during a strategy session.
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Institutional Reforms

Governor Obaseki views institutional reform as key for
sustainable development in any society and as such has
taken the bold step in reforming the Public/Civil Service in
the state. This process has aided the revamp of infrastruc-
ture of administrative buildings, redefining of existing
processes and introduction of technology for efficiency;
remodelling organizational structures & reskilling, and in-
fluencing corporate culture to aid quality service delivery
to the people of Edo state.

This move has boosted the confidence and attracted
skilled young people into the Public/Civil Service.

Social Welfare Enhancement

The welfare improvement of Edo people remains a major
priority for Godwin Obaseki’s administration and is seen
in his policies. The EDOBEST programme, an innovative
reform in the education sector has equipped teachers with
digital tools, aided synergy in curriculum, enabled admin-
istrative accountability and ease of teaching across schools
in Edo State. The success of the programme has seen other
states in the country and indeed other nations come to un-
derstudy the process and adopt the scheme.

Edo State Health Improvement Programme is another
novel initiative by Governor Obaseki’s administration that
aids the affordable and decentralized healthcare system in
the state. It is executed through the Edo Health Insurance
Scheme. Edo Primary Healthcare Development Agency is
the anchor for the state’s grassroots healthcare service de-
livery in the state. The system is firmly supported by the
Edo Health Education drive which has seen the establish-
ment of the Edo State College of Nursing Sciences serving
to equip the health sector with capable manpower.

In youth development, EdoJobs has been lauded for the

DEPLOYING A RARE
KNACK FOR MANAGING
PEOPLE AND RESOURCES,
THE GOVERNOR HAS
MADE REMARKABLE
IMPACT IN EDUCATION,
HEALTHCARE, SECURITY,
INSTITUTIONAL
TRANSFORMATION,
INFRASTRUCTURE
UPGRADE, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
REGENERATION, AMONG
OTHERS

creation of 300,000 jobs in the last 5 years, systematically
tackling unemployment.

Production Centres with 24hrs electricity have been es-
tablished, aiding Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) boom in the state. Technology and Creative Hubs
for reskilling and retooling young people in the state and
linking them to job opportunities within and outside the
country have also been a major credit to Governor Obaseki.

Edo welcomed the nation at the last National Sports Fes-
tival which showcased its world-class stadium and other
sporting facilities. In driving grassroots sporting activities,
Edo established 20 mini-stadia across local government
areas in the state.

Environmental Sustainability

With the awareness of global warming, Godwin Obaseki’s
approach in addressing environmental challenges is seen in
his 10-million-trees-in-10-years initiative which builds on
institutionalizing tree-planting, and the Edo Water Storm
Project, focused on tackling erosion challenges in the state.

Arts, Culture and Tourism

Edo State is known for its rich culture and is enhancing
its arts, culture and tourism sector through institutional
strengthening, establishment of the novel Edo Museum of
West African Art (EMOWAA) and currently working with
its royal institution and the Federal Government in can-
vassing for the return of stolen artefacts.

Godwin Obaseki and his team have set a pace for other
sub-nationals in Africa and there is no doubt his leader-
ship has engendered progress not only for Edo people but
the nation as his approach gives insights to possibilities in
socio-economic and political growth for any society.
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14,000 Digital

Teachers
Trained under EdoBEST
Programme

EDUCATION SECTOR REFORMS

EdoBEST

Governor Godwin Obaseki’s
commitment to restoring edu-
cation in Edo State back to its
former glory and tackling learn-
ing poverty led to the launch of
the Edo Basic Education Sector
Transformation (EdoBEST)
programme in April 2018,

EdoBEST  leverages the
transformative power of cut-
ting-edge technology to deliver
outstanding learning outcomes
to school children across Edo
State by better supporting their
teachers.

Hinged on five critical pillars
that encapsulate the goals of the
reform, EdoBEST has equipped
teachers with the tools and
skills to execute a unique type
of learning experience for chil-
dren.

The programme has also
bridged communication gaps
between communities and
schools, improved schools
infrastructure, strengthened
the curriculum and improved
learning outcomes among Edo
State pupils.

For the impressive results

achieved with EdoBEST, Gov-
ernor Obaseki was honoured
with the 2019 Nigeria Union of
Teachers (NUT) ‘Best Perform-
ing Governor, even as the state
ranks as one of the top sub-na-
tionals in the world tackling
‘learning poverty’

Some of the achievements
in strengthening the education
system and improving its organ-
isational capabilities include the
digitization of school records,
as the Edo State Basic Education
Board (EdoSUBEB) created an
online profile for every teacher
and pupil in the primary school
system, which has been extend-
ed to Junior Secondary Schools.

The state has restructured Lo-
cal Government Education Au-
thorities (LGEA) and appoint-
ed 18 Education Secretaries for
the LGEAs.

Edo SUBEB has recruit-
ed Learning & Development
Officers, Quality Assurance
Officers and Social Mobilisa-
tion Officers to boost monitoring
and evaluation. It has also intro-
duced Basic Education Manage-
ment Information System.
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Data on EdoBEST

® 230 schools across the state

® 204 classrooms constructed

Over 13,436 teachers and
headteachers trained.

Over 655 Education
Managers and field staft
trained on quality control

Pupils record 70 percent
fluency in reading

280,000 pupils and

25,000 progressive/junior
secondary school students
benefitting from scheme

are being renovated

37,629 pupil desks and
chairs distributed, and 32
fences constructed

11 million instructional
materials distributed
including exams materials,
textbooks, posters,
homework books, etc

TV
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EDUCATION SECTOR REFORMS

Data-gathering in schools has be-
come more efficient as e-profile of all
pupils have been developed, complete
with pictures and contact informa-
tion as well as details of their parents/
guardians. With system improve-
ments, schools in the state are record-
ing accelerated reading fluency of 70
per cent at par with that of high-in-
come countries versus 25 per cent for
other low-income countries within the
first three years of implementation.

There is now enhanced commu-
nities’ and civil society support for
basic school improvement through a
functional School-based Management
Committees (SBMCs) to enhance
community participation to improve
basic education delivery in the state.

The EdoBEST@Home initiative
was introduced amid the COVID-19
pandemic to ensure that the gains of
the EdoBEST programme are not dis-
rupted with the pandemic outbreak,
leading to more impact and better en-
gagement of parents/guardians in the
learning process.

Tertiary Education
The Edo State Government has pur-
sued a reformative policy for its tertiary

LAUNCH OF EDO-BE &,

WITH SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, SCHOOLS IN THE STATE
ARE RECORDING ACCELERATED READING FLUENCY OF
70 PER CENT; AT PAR WITH THAT OF HIGH-INCOME
COUNTRIES VERSUS 25 PER CENT FOR OTHER LOW-
INCOME COUNTRIES WITHIN THE FIRST THREE YEARS
OF IMPLEMENTATION



EDUCATION SECTOR REFORMS

educational institutions, with charges giv- campus structure. The Edo College of The Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma
en to the schools’ management to lift the Education now has campuses in Abudu, and the Edo University, Uzairue are being
institutions to international standards. Igueben and Afuze while the Edo State repositioned to become self-sustaining

Governor Obaseki has restructured College of Agriculture is to have campus-  institutions, with a similar charge to the
at least two institutions into a tripartite es in Iguoriakhi, Agenebode and Uromi.  Edo State Polytechnic, Usen.

_'-4 Administrative building of Ambrose Alli University,
* Ekpoma, Esan West LGA, Edo State.

Eveva Primary School, Okpella, Etsako East
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7~ Newly rebuilt Edo State Secretariat complex, Sapele Road, Benin City.
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CIVIL/PUBLIC SERVICE REFORMS

In the last five years, the Edo State
Civil Service has undergone an
unprecedented revamp, which has
impacted greatly on the lives and
productivity of the states public
workers.

Governor Obaseki pursued
far-reaching institutional reforms
that engender responsive and tech-
nology-driven service delivery and
governance models, thereby tap-
ping into the immense potential of
technology to increase productivi-
ty of the state’s workforce.

Salaries and Wages:
N40,000 Minimum Wage
Governor Godwin on May 1, 2022,
approved the implementation of
N40,000 as new minimum wage
and also inspected Edo Labour
Complex, a sprawling facility hous-
ing all labour unions in the state.
Through prudent management
of the state’s resources, the governor
ensures that all Edo workers and
pensioners receive their salaries no
later than the 26th of every month.

Pension Arrears and
Contributory Pension Scheme
In the area of Pension and

Gratuities, the Obaseki-led gov-
ernment has expended N25bn
in clearing the pension arrears
of over 13,081 pensioners in the
state bwtween 2016 and 2020.
The ugly scenarios of pensioners
queuing up for endless hours at
the Palm House Secretariat to
receive their dues, with many dy-
ing in the process, have become a
thing of the past.

Today, within two months
of retirement, a worker in Edo
State starts receiving his or her
monthly pension payment while
gratuity payment is also done in
a seamless process.

The Edo state government has
also implemented the Contribu-
tory Pension Scheme, as against
the Derived Benefits Scheme.
This ensures that civil servants
are well-catered for after their ac-
tive years in service.

The state has further initiat-
ed a Group Life Insurance pol-
icy for its civil servants and has
paid a total sum of N469m to
families of deceased civil serv-
ants, just as it has cleared all
outstanding pension arrears of
retirees.

RVICE

Data on Civil
Service Reforms

® N25bn pension arrears
paid from 2016 to 2020

® N469m paid for Group
Life Insurance

® Over 3000 new staff
recruited into the civil
and public service

® Only state to implement
40,000 minimum wage

® Promotions up to date as
at 2022
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Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki (right) with Edo civil servants during a capacity building
workshop at the John Odigie-Oyegun Public Service Academy in GRA, Benin City, Edo State.

CIVIL/PUBLIC SERVICE REFORMS

Promotions

In line with his governance meth-
ods, His Excellency has engendered a
merit-based system of promotion in
the state’s public service. Keeping the
workforce fully energized and moti-
vated, promotions are no longer given
by virtue of cronyism and nepotism
but by standard administrative met-
rics which guarantee productivity and
transparency in the service.

Infrastructure

The Blocks ‘C’ and ‘D’ buildings at the
State Secretariat Complex on Sape-
le Road, abandoned for over 45 years,
have now been completely reconstruct-
ed to give befitting space to workers.
This has boosted their efficiency in the
service. Modern equipment has also
been deployed to these offices to keep
pace with 21st century development.

Edo-STEP

The governor’s wholistic approach to
engendering change in the civil and
public service is captured under the
Edo State Civil and Public Service
Transformation and Enhancement
Programme (EdoSTEP).

The programme is designed to im-
prove efficiency and service delivery
with sustainable reforms, modern
and best practices in public service. It
provides for an e-governance support

system that has ensured the digitization of
government processes.

The John Odigie Oyegun Public Service
Academy was established for capacity build-

ohn Odigie-Oyegun Public Service Academy,
Benin City, Edo State.

Treasury House, Edo State. oo

| Acafeteria at John Odigie-Oyegun
Public Service Academy.

ing through year-long continuous profes-
sional training and retraining, inculcating a
new ethos and work culture in civil servants
to enhance the delivery of public services.

i . [Tt =
* Labby of the Civic Centre, Edo State Secretariat
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Benin City, Edo State.

HEALTH SECTOR REFORMS

Governor Obaseki’s expansive footprint in the
health sector is one that is as transformational
as it is groundbreaking. The reforms are an-
chored on a decentralized healthcare struc-
ture that brings affordable and quality health-
care services to the people regardless of where
they reside in the state.

In the last six years, the Governor embarked
on comprehensive healthcare reforms, touch-
ing all levels of healthcare delivery and tack-
ling the age-old challenges in the sector such
as the dearth of modern medical equipment,
decaying health infrastructure, inadequate
personnel and poor funding.

Governor Obaseki is rigorously pursuing
the decentralization of the healthcare system,
ensuring the expansion of healthcare services
to more remote locations across the state, so
that no matter how far people live from the
city centres, they will be able to access quality
and affordable healthcare.

The seismic shift is being witnessed in the
repositioning of the healthcare system in Edo
State with the upgrade of primary healthcare
centres across the 18 local councils in the
state, equipping them with world-class equip-
ment and manpower to guarantee the delivery
of efficient, affordable and quality healthcare
services to Edo people.

The government’s plan is to have atleast one

EDSG/ANPA
FREE MEDICAL

OUTREACH 2022

Data on Health

® 54 Primary Healthcare Centres constructed

® 5,000 benefited from Edo/ANPA medical
outreach

® 500 surgical interventions at Edo Specialist
Hospital (ESH)

@ 300 surgical interventions at the University of
Benin Teaching Hospital (UBTH)

® 9 VVF surgeries done
® 2,500 free medicated eyeglasses distributed
® 35,129 enrolled in Health Insurance Scheme

@ Over 500 units capacity bedspace for
infectious diseases emergencies

® 18 ventilators procured to tackle
cardiovascular emergencies

10
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~ Sciences, Sapele Road, Benin City, Edo State.

- Lecture and ICT halls of the Edo State College of Nursmg -
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Edo State Infectious Disease Isolation Centre, Stella

Obasanjo HUSIJIta| Sapele Road, Benin City, Edo State.

HEALTH SECTOR REFORMS

primary healthcare centre in every ward in
Edo with well-trained staff and technology
that tracks the quality of service rendered,
with specialized healthcare facilities to take
care of patients referred from the primary
healthcare centres.

Currently, at least two primary healthcare
centres in each local council in the state have
been provided with solar-powered systems
and potable water supply. Keeping up with
medical advancements, the state’s PHCs have
been migrated to telemedicine infrastruc-
ture and practice to reduce physical presence
in health institutions.

The government has embarked on a mas-
sive expansion of the Central Hospital in Be-
nin City to conform to a 21st Century health
care centre as part of efforts to consolidate
the gains recorded in the primary health care
system. With a section of the hospital cur-
rently merged with the Edo Specialist Hospi-
tal and other sections relocated to the Stella
Obasanjo Hospital where massive construc-
tion work is also currently ongoing, second-
ary health care needs of Edo people will be
adequately catered for.

The Stella Obasanjo Hospital, formerly a
mother and child hospital, is being expanded
to provide other services including oncology,
cardiology, nephrology, physiotherapy, and
rehabilitation therapy.

As part of a grand design for an improved
health system, the Governor has made plans
to construct a specialist hospital in each of
the three senatorial districts of Edo State.

Edo under Obaseki has also redeployed
and redistributed the Local Government
Staff working in the Primary Healthcare
Centres across the state to the Edo State Pri-
mary Health Care Development Agency to
achieve efficient and effective delivery of pri-
mary healthcare services in the PHCs, as the
personnel are now better organized to attend
to the needs of the people.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the state government under the leadership of
Governor Obaseki embarked on the system-
ic rebuilding of a more resilient system in-
volving all relevant stakeholders in the state’s
healthcare system to respond to the chal-
lenges posed by the outbreak of COVID-19.

As a response to the pandemic, the state
government undertook an overhaul of the
state health system, constructing over 300-
bed capacity isolation centres spread across
different health facilities in the state, with
the Stella Obasanjo Hospital contributing
over 42-bed Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and
156-bed holding facility; UBTH with 48-bed
ICU-equipped isolation centre, and others at
the ISTH, Auchi General Hospital and Ogbe
Nursing Home in GRA, Benin City.

The state acquired five PCR machines;
10,000 Viral Transport Medium (TVM); 28
ventilators, mobile x-ray machines, and oxy-
gen concentrators, among others.

The Edo State College of Nursing Sciences,
a model tertiary education institution to pro-
duce top-of-the-range health personnel in
the state has now been revamped and reac-
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HEALTH SECTOR REFORMS

credited to offer 3-year nursing programmes by the
Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria (NMCN).
This college used to be the Edo State School of Nurs-
ing and Midwifery, which was an eyesore when the

governor took office.

The revamp process has seen the rebuilding of the
school and its restructuring into a college specializ-
ing in nursing science. New lecture halls have been
erected; offices have been remodeled; laboratories
have been fitted with state-of-the-art equipment and
a new management structure has taken foot.

The Edo State Health Insurance Scheme, an initia-
tive by the state government to reduce out-of-pocket
spending for health services has been transformed to
become the financing engine of the state’s healthcare
system. The state through the Edo State Health In-
surance Commission has, since August 2019 when
the commission was established, enrolled over
35,129 persons into its Health Insurance Scheme.

In a renewed effort to ensure quality healthcare for
citizens, the governor recently entered a partnership
with Association of Nigeria Physicians in the Amer-
icas (ANPA) for a five-day free medical outreach for
residents.

Over 5,000 Edo residents benefitted from the
medical mission which includes free surgical inter-
ventions and treatments for heart, kidney, eye and
other ailments. The programme is to be expanded to
include telemedicine operations delivered through
the support of the broadband internet connection
and the e-medicine equipment in the PHCs across
the state.
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Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki (third left) taking delivery of an Armoured
Personel Carrier (APC) in Government House, GRA, Benin City, Edo State.

SAFETY AND SECURITY

The surge in economic activities and in-
vestment in Edo State is not a mere hap-
penstance. In the last five years of the
Obaseki-led administration, there has been
a boom of new players in the creative and
entertainment industry, the retail and hos-
pitality sectors, among others, all of which
are testaments to the premium placed on
security by the state government.

i vl
Operational vehicles for Edo State Security
Vigilante Network

Gun and speed hoats for patrol on waterways
and riverine communities in Edo State.

Since 2016 when he emerged as the
state’s helmsman, Obaseki has initiated
bold and courageous reforms in security
management, ensuring that the state is safe
and investors who come to do business are
secure and provided with the enabling en-
vironment to succeed.

Today, Edo is not only the darling of in-
vestors being the safest and most secure

Patrol vehicles for state security initiative
(Operation Wabaizigan)

states to live and do business, but now
a model for other sub nationals in Af-
rica on how governments can boost
economic growth and development by
strengthening security.

The governor in developing a ro-
bust security system took into cog-
nizance the peculiar challenges faced
by the people, evolving a public safe-
ty system that is anchored on citizen
participation with a bottom-up struc-
ture, such that citizens are actively
engaged in protecting and securing
their immediate communities in col-
laboration with the government.

Working with other members of his
team, the governor mobilized com-
munities and security agencies in the
state in activating a community po-
licing model that involved local vigi-
lantes, who collaborate with security
agencies to provide intelligence. This
development has in no small measures
forestalled crime and criminality in
major cities, towns and communities
across the state.

As part of Governor Obaseki’s vi-
sion of putting in place a world-class
security architecture in Edo State, a
Security Management Information
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

System to provide content and
information data-base on secu-
rity issues in and outside Edo
State.

Besides setting up a compre-
hensive security architecture
and network, including a well
equipped network of local vigi-
lantes, Obaseki has demonstrat-
ed unwavering commitment
towards the welfare of Edo peo-
ple by boosting security in the
state through the deployment
of crime-fighting technology.
Today the Edo State Command
and Control Centre is fully dig-
itised, granting citizens direct
access to government in times
of distress.

In addition to several other
projects to improve the state’s
security architecture, a Marine
Police Base has been built in
Gelegele, a riverine port and
gateway to the state; armoured
gun boats and speed boats have
been procured and deployed
to patrol and effectively deter
criminal activities and illegal
bunkering along the coastal ar-
eas and creeks at the southern

part of Edo State. Invariably,
this intervention has curbed the
criminal activities in their area
of the Niger Delta.

To build the human capacity
to drive the state’s security ar-
chitecture, Governor Obaseki
is collaborating with the Nigeri-
an Police Force to improve the
training facilities at the Ogida
Police Barrack Training School,
ensuring the building a world-
class facility that would help in
the training of officials of the
state’s Vigilante Security Net-
work, the state’s Constabulary,
members of the Public Work
Volunteer (PUWOV) and other
outfits.

The state-of-the-art facility
which is nearly completed will
house classrooms, hostels, halls,
and drill facilities for the train-
ing of security operatives. The
governor’s idea is to be able to
complement the Federal Securi-
ty system with a force of not less
than 10,000 men and women to
guarantee peace, security and
order in the state.

(14)

Data on Security

® 3 modern and multipurpose

N2 billion Security Trust
Fund launched.

4 Armoured Personnel
Carriers (APCs) procured;

90 patrol vehicles & 50 patrol
cars

2 fire trucks for emergency
response

40 pick-up patrol vans,

ambulances were deployed to
sustain security in the state.

5 special security
checkpoints manned at all
the entry and exit points in
the state;

Special Patrol Units (land
and waterways);

Integrated Electronic City
Surveillance Unit,

Establishment of a Special
Force unit/anti-kidnapping
squad, establishment of
K-9-unit

5,000 Public Works
Volunteers (PUWOV)
workforce and a community
police radio network.




EDO STATE

OIL PALM

¥ PROGRAMME

" oo comcy, AL ALIONTED WECTARES AaOTTER LT

Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki (third left) and Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Godwin Emefiele (third right) during the launch of the Né9bn Edo State
0il Palm Programme (ESOPP), in Benin City, Edo State
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AGRICULTURAL SECTOR REFORMS

The Governor Godwin Obase-
ki-led administration is pursuing
an aggressive agricultural devel-
opment programme, with a focus
on meeting the aspirations of all
stakeholders in the value chain,
from smallholder farmers to large,
commercial farmers.

With a commitment to ensuring
food security and preserving the
state’s forest assets, the governor
deployed initiatives to promote
mechanisation, infrastructural de-
velopment and commercial planta-
tion agriculture.

To mechanise agriculture in the
state, the government established a
Mechanisation Hub via Public Private
Partnership (PPP) agreement which
led to the procurement of tractors
and harvesters to boost agricultural
production and reduce drudgery.

The state also procured three
units of mobile grain dryers to re-
duce post-harvest losses, maintain
grain viability and vigour during
storage. The governor has also re-
vived the Urhonigbe Rubber Estate.

Infrastructural
Development

The state government is recon-
structing the Edo State College of

Agriculture and Natural Resources,
Iguoriakhi, including a 250-seater
Lecture Theatre, 1,000 seat audito-
rium and a dual-carriage entrance.

There is also the ongoing con-
struction work on the Edo Agri-
cultural Development Hub, com-
prising administrative building
(Ministry, ADP and Donor Project
offices), state-of-the-art agricultural
processing factory, farm mechani-
sation hub, pig and poultry produc-
tion prototype buildings, and Pro-
duce/Soil Laboratory

An input warehouse is also being
constructed to support agricultural
production at the hub.

Edo State Oil Palm
Programme (ESOPP)

In diversifying the state’s economic
base, one of the laudable achieve-
ments of the Obaseki-led admin-
istration is the Edo State Oil Palm
Programme (ESOPP).

The governor is committed to
de-risking investment in the oil palm
sector with the development of an oil
palm policy which creates access to
unencumbered land; rejuvenating
the sector as a catalyst for job cre-
ation, encouraging secondary and
tertiary production which ultimately

Data on Agriculture
® Cultivated over 120,000

hectares of land,

the largest oil palm
plantations under
cultivation in Nigeria.

Attracted over $500
million investment in the
oil palm sector.

Set to locally produce
over 1,000,000MT of CPO
by 2030

Multiplication and
distribution of 50,000

cashew seedlings to
farmers in Edo State

Multiplication of 10,000
improved cacao seedlings
for distribution to farmers
Attracted N5.1bn in
rubber plantation
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Edo State Governor, Mr. Gadwin Obaseki inspecting a maize farm in Sobe, Owan West Local Government Area (LGA), Edo State.
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AGRICULTURAL SECTOR REFORMS

promotes the incursion of industries such as

pharmaceuticals; beauty and skin care; and Governor Godwin Obaseki, planting a tree at the
agro-allied industries into the state. Urhonighe Rubher Plantation, Orhionmwon LGA

In achieving this, the state is leveraging
on its comparative advantage of being with-
in the oil palm belt.

Major investors that have partnered with
the Edo State Government on ESOPP in-
clude Saro Africa, ARPN, Agripalm, Fayus,
Saturn, Farmforte, Barnsey, and Loquat.

Edo Agripreneur Programme

The Governor Godwin Obaseki-led admin-
istration has expanded the state’s agripreneur
programme to cover piggery, poultry, cassava
and oil palm production, in more locations.

Some notable initiatives of the Agripreneur
progamme include support to catfish produc-
tion empowering over 150 youths in Uzea,
Uteh, Uniben, Temboga, Irrua and Benin City;
distribution of cheques to 23 farmers in Agbe-
de cluster who made profit in rice production;
multiplication and distribution of 50,000 cash-
ew seedlings to farmers in Edo State.

Others are multiplication of 10,000 im-
proved cacao seedlings by EDSG for dis-
tribution to farmers and empowerment
scheme through innovative approach in
which 20 beneficiaries were supported with
mushroom enterprise in collaboration with
Foare Global LCC.




.

4
o

>

! An aerial view of remodeled 20,000 capacity Samuel Ogbemud
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WOMEN, YOUTH AND SPORTS

The Edo State Government un-
der the leadership of Governor
Obaseki is taking deliberate
steps to engender inclusive and
sustainable development, pro-
viding opportunities for women
and youths to realize their fullest
potential.

Obaseki is described as the
most women-friendly governor
and has more women occupying
top positions in his government
(over 40 percent) which affords
the state the opportunity to lev-
erage their creative thinking and
innate potential to build a better
and inclusive society.

The government has pushed
for radical changes in the way
society values women and vul-
nerable persons, by passing the
Violence Against Persons Pro-
hibition (VAPP) Law as well as
providing support and struc-
tures for rape victims in the
state. Through the First Lady’s
office, the state has deepened
advocacy against Gender-based
Violence (GBV), through the
establishment of a Sex Offend-
ers Register and the Vivian Ogu
Sexual Assault Referral Centre,

with Edo State First Lady, Mrs.
Betsy Obaseki, chairing the
state’s Gender-Based Violence
Management Committee.

Through Edojobs, the state has
continued to train and empower
more women and youths in the
state, encouraging them to tap
into the potential of digital tech-
nologies.

Over 5,000 women and 50,000
youths have benefitted from var-
ious training programmes on
in-demand tech skills in fields
such as Web Development Fun-
damentals, Data Analytics Fun-
damentals and Digital Marketing
Fundamentals, among others.

In the past six years of Godwin
Obaseki’'s government, sports
and youth development have
continued to enjoy a new lease
of life, with Edo State witnessing
the re-birth of an industry that
delivers massive social and eco-
nomic dividends to the people.

The state has developed and
supported numerous activi-
ties and programmes to engage
youths and women very early
in life, to get them interested
in sports and participate actively

ia Stadium along Stadium Road in
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Data on Women,
Youth and Sports

® 5,000 women trained

® Over 50,000 youths
trained on ICT

® Over 6,000 Libya
returnees rehabilitated
and reintegrated into
society

® Edo is off the list of top
five originating states for
human trafficking victims

® 20,000 capacity Samuel
Ogbemudia Stadium
reconstructed

® 20 mini stadia
constructed across the
state
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Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Ohaseki (right) presenting a copy of the Violence Against Person Prohibition Law 2021 to his wife and Chairperson, Edo State Gender-
Based Violence Management Committee, Mrs. Betsy Obaseki, after signing the law.
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WOMEN, YOUTH AND SPORTS

in different sporting activities.

The revamp of the Samuel Ogbemu-
dia Stadium is a perfect example of the
government’s unprecedented invest-
ment in sports. The world class Stadi-
um hosts an Olympic-standard swim-
ming pool, new four-in-one tennis
court and spectators’ stands, a two-sto-
rey secretariat building, a squash court,
weightlifting and Para-powerlifting
halls, which is attached to the main
bowl, and a suspended gymmnasium
hall for weightlifting, kickboxing and
boxing, among other facilities.

Aside from the total revamp of the
Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium, the state
has built mini-stadia across the state to
further broaden the scope of sports de-
velopment in the state.

Edo also established the Edo Sports
Commission to drive the administra-
tion’s sports development plan and
encourage private sector participa-
tion.

Another win for sports under Gov-
ernor Obaseki is the recognition of
the 10-kilometer annual long-distance
running, the Okpekpe Race by the In-
ternational Association of Athletics
Federation, IAAF as a Silver Label sta-
tus event. It is the first in the country
and continent, till date.

OVER 5,000 WOMEN AND 50,000 YOUTHS HAVE
BENEFITTED FROM VARIOUS TRAINING PROGRAMMES ON
IN-DEMAND TECH SKILLS IN FIELDS SUCH AS WEB
DEVELOPMENT FUNDAMENTALS, DATA ANALYTICS
FUNDAMENTALS AND DIGITAL MARKETING
FUNDAMENTALS, AMONG OTHERS.



WOMEN, YOUTH AND SPORTS

Governor Obaseki’s reintegration and
rehabilitation programme for victims of
human trafficking and illegal migration
has led to the return of many Edo youths,
who were stranded in Libya, European
countries and other parts of Africa.

Over 6,000 returnees have been re-
ceived by the state government. On arriv-

Sen. Daisy Danjuma Rehabilitation Shelterrfor\.fictims of Human
Trafficking and Irregular Migration, Aideyan street, GRA, Benin City.

al, the returnees were provided with ini-
tial accommodation before reintegrating
with their families, while others found
solace in the entrepreneurship and farm
initiatives of the state government.

To set the ground work for this and
working in collaboration with the Oba of
Benin palace, the governor set up the Edo

Edo State Governor (middle) with graduands of a skills acquisition
programme for victims of human trafficking in Benin City, Edo State.
- &N |

= i *

State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking
(ETAHT) enabled by the Edo State Traf-
ficking in persons Prohibition Law (2018),
which provides an effective and compre-
hensive legal and institutional framework
for the prohibition, prevention, detection,
prosecution and punishment of human
trafficking and related offenses in Edo State.

o State First Lady, Mrs. Betsy Obaseki (left)
dvocating for vulnerable persons.




LAW, JUDICIAL AND LEGAL REFORMS

Determined to ensuring the suprema-
cy of the rule of law and maintaining
order in the state, the Governor God-
win Obaseki-led government has pri-
oritised reforms in the judiciary.

The newly built blocks of the State
High Court Complex are landmark pro-
jects that transformed the state’s judici-
ary, even as residential quarters compris-
ing units of condominiums for the state’s
high court judges have been completed.
This is in fulfilment of Obaseki’s earlier
promise to provide decent and comfort-
able housing for senior judiciary workers.

The Industrial Court Complex in Be-
nin City, the first of such in the South-
South geopolitical region, has been
completed and furnished. It has since
commenced operation, saving lawyers
and litigants in the state the inconven-
ience of travelling out of the state for le-
gal cases relating to industrial disputes.

The state has also recruited stenog-
raphers to ease the administration of
justice, with the new recruits ensuring
that records are electronically kept by
the courts in the state.

The state government has also set up
the Small Claims Court, which ensures
that business disputes are heard and
settled speedily, promoting trade and
investment in the state.
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Data on Judiciary Reforms

® Condominium complex for judges

® Small Claims court constructed and
operational

® Industrial Court constructed and
operational

® New High Court constructed

® 300 Stenographers employed and
trained

@ Reconstruction of court rooms and
offices

® Prompt payment of salaries and
emoluments
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Aerial view of the newly built Judges Quarters on Aiguobasimwin Crescent, in GRA, Benin City.
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dustrial Court, Benin constructed by Edo
State Government.

. State Government




Refinery
Ologbo, Ikpoba Okha LGA.

ENERGY SECTOR

Governor Obaseki proved his
dexterity as an investment guru
with the manner in which he has
courted investors and attracted
landmark projects in providing
solutions that continue to elude
erstwhile governments both at
state and national levels, reinforc-
ing Edo State’s position as a pace-
setting subnational.

The governor recognised that
diversification of the nation’s econ-
omy and industrialisation will only
be a pipe-dream if challenges be-
devilling the energy and power
sectors are not frontally tackled.

Driven by a vision to make the
state self-sustaining in power sup-
ply; he entered into a Power Pur-
chase Agreement (PPA) with Os-
siomo Power Company.

Today, courtesy of the 95MW
state-backed Ossiomo Power
Company, government offices and
hospitals, as well as streetlights in
Benin metropolis; Emotan Gar-
dens Estate, Edo Tech Park, Edo
Creative Hub, among others, all

enjoy 22-24 hours of stable elec-
tricity supply daily. Nothing close
to this feat can be found anywhere
else in Nigeria. The power is being
extended to the Edo Enterprise
and Industrial Park to spur indus-
trialisation.

While the nation continues to
grapple under the economic and
financial burden of non-function-
al refineries, within six years of his
administration, Obaseki’s private
sector initiative has midwifed the
construction of two refineries in
Edo State; the 6,000 barrels per
day (bpd) Edo Modular Refinery,
and the first integrated energy
park in Nigeria - Duport Ener-
gy Park with 2,500bpd modular
refinery, a CNG gas processing
plant, 10 megawatts power plant,
and a data house.

The construction of the pow-
er plant and the refineries in Edo
has changed the narrative in their
respective sectors in Nigeria, and
has provided jobs for and up-
skilled thousands of Edo youths.

®

Data on Energy

® 95MW Ossiomo Power
Plant operational

® 6000bpd Edo Modular
Refinery completed

® 2,500bpd Modular
Refinery by Duport
Midstream Limited
ongoing

® 200km of streetlight
across Benin metropolis
operational

® 22-24 hours power
supply to govt offices,
streetlights
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Aerial view of the Ossiomo Power Plant in Ologho, Ikpoba-Okha Local Government Area, Edo State. =~ i ha:# c

L-R: Governor Godwin Obaseki, Managing Director, 0ssiomo Power = 'R =
4 Company, Dr. Uwa Igiehon discussing with two consultants at the 0ssiomo Generators at the Ossiomo Power plant i
Power plant in Ologho, Ikpoha Okha LGA, Edo State Ologho, Ikpoba Okha LGA, Edo State
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Construction of
underground drainage

system
Egor. LGA.

ENVIRONMENT

Since the inception of the Obase-
ki-led administration, concerted
efforts have been made to pro-
tect the environment and engen-
der environmental sustainability.
The government is imple-
menting a coherent plan to bal-
ance environmental sustain-
ability with livelihoods and
strategically reclaim its expan-
sive forest lands, in partner-
ship with private stakeholders.
The state has embarked on a
reforestation programmme to
have ten million trees planted in
Edo State, over the next decade.

So far, the government has re-
stored 218 hectares of forest land
across the state, in furtherance of
efforts to boost the state’s green
economy.

Also, as part of the Edo State
Oil Palm Programme, investors
are mandated to restore 20% of
total land area allocated to them
for plantation agriculture.

The state has sent the Edo State
Parks and Garden Agency Bill
and Edo State Forestry Commis-
sion Bill to the Edo State House
of Assembly for consideration, to
ensure the efficient management
and preservation of the state’s for-

est assets, and a more serene and
healthier environment through
the maintenance of function-
al parks and gardens, as well as
planting of trees.

Edo is currently addressing
gully erosion issues in Gapiona,
Oshiobgie-Auchi, and Iguosa
by executing remediation meas-
ures through the Nigeria Erosion
Watershed Management Project
(NEWMAP). Other areas that
received government attention
include Ekehuan, Ogiso, Urora,
Fugar-Agenebode, Ewu, Emu,
Ibore, Emu-Ohordua and Queen
Ede gullies in Benin City. This is
aimed at preventing further ero-
sion and destruction of public
and private infrastructure and
potential agricultural land.

As a part of the programme,
Edo NEWMAP has constructed
over 40km of secondary drains
across the state to check flooding.
This excludes over 400km con-
structed by other ministries and
agencies; over 14kms of primary
stormwater culverts, drains and
over 4km of earth storm water
channels. This is more than what
has been done by any other gov-
ernment in the history of the state.

NMEN
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Data on Environment

® 10 million trees to
be planted for forest
regeneration

® Restored over 218 hectares
of forest land

® 40km of secondary drains
constructed by NEWMAP

® 400km of secondary
draining constructed by
other MDAs

@ 14km of primary water
culverts constructed

® 4km of earth stormwater
channels
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P Irhue-Oke-Uhiere Road off, Benin-Ekpoma Expressway, Uhunmwode Local Government Area of Edo State.
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ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

As a government committed to building a
total society, the Obaseki-led government Data on Road Infrastructure
keenly focused on building infrastructure to ¢ 600 roads constructed

drive development. It is against this backdrop

that it committed a huge bulk of its resources ~ ® 4,000km of roads across three

to developing road infrastructure to enhance senatorial districts

access to rural areas, open up new towns and
consolidate on its urban renewal vision.

The state has built over 600 roads, which
stretch for 4000km under government’s var- @ 14km of primary water culverts
ious Ministries, Agencies and Departments constructed
(MDAs), including the Ministry of Roads
and Bridges; the Edo State Employment and
Expenditure for Result (SEEFOR) Plus.

Some of these include the dualisation
of Ekehuan Road and construction of
Irhirhi-Aruogba-Obazagbon-Ogheghe Road;
Ugbor Amagba Road; St. Saviour Road; Be-
nin-Abraka Road with spurs; rehabilitation of
Benin-Iguobuzuwa-Ogbese Road.

In Edo North, the roads include Agbe-
de-Awain Road and Afokpella-Ogri-
ga-Okugbe road with Awuyemi Spur. We are
rehabilitating Secretariat Road, Igarra; Imeke
Township Road, Jattu and Bank Road, Agen-
ebode, among several others.

In Edo Central, some of the projects in-
clude rehabilitation of old Agbor Road-Ug-
begun; Ekpon-Ubiaja Road; Angle 80-II-
lushi; Ewohimi Uselu Junction-Okaigben;
Opoji-Ugbegun Road; Akia Roundabout
and the reconstruction of Erewele Street and
Eguare-Irrua.

® 400km of secondary drainage
constructed

@ 100 bridges constructed




URBAN AND PHYSICAL PLANNING

Governor Obaseki understands
that shelter is a basic necessity
and has since assumption of office
embarked on far-reaching pro-
grammes and reforms to guarantee
the provision of decent and afforda-
ble housing to Edo residents.

In recognition of the need for
adequate and affordable modern
housing within Edo State, the gov-
ernment entered a joint venture
agreement with Mixta Africa for
the construction of the 1,800-unit
Housing Project known as Emotan
Gardens.

The project is sited on a 70- hec-
tare land area and features 2 and
3-bedroom flats, villas, bungalows
and terrace homes. The Housing
Estate includes a heritage park to
showcase the rich culture of Edo
People. The project is targeted at
helping civil servants have access to
quality and affordable housing. In
fact, the first unit was allocated to a
teacher.

The first phase of the complet-
ed 100 units in the estate has been
commissioned and occupied by al-
lotees.

Catering to the taste of the high-
class, the state launched the over-
subscribed Golf Mews, a 70-unit

luxury apartment building in the
heart of Government Reserved
Area (GRA). It is the first of a set of
luxury real estate being promoted
by the state government. It will be
delivered in January, 2023.

A recurring menace in Edo before
the coming of Governor Obaseki
was the issue of land grabbing by
touts and non-state actors. The ac-
tivities of these miscreants posed a
serious threat to development in the
state, impeding the activities of land
owners, property developers and in-
vestors Edo and stifling the develop-
ment of the real estate sector.

The governor immediately set
to work banning the activities of
the Community Development As-
sociations (CDAs) so as to check
land-grabbing, extortion and abuse
of due process.

The state also established the Edo
Geographic Information System
(EDO-GIS) responsible for land
administration, management, reg-
istrations, geo-mapping and sur-
veys in the state.

EdoGIS has successfully installed
a Continuous Operating Reference
Station (CORS) to upgrade survey-
ing, mapping and GPS applications
in the State.

26)

Data on Urban and
Physical Planning

® N3bn generated by
EdoGIS

® 10,000 Certificates of
Occupancy (C-of-0)
issued |

® 70-unit of luxury
apartment under
construction

® 100-units first phase
of affordable housing
estate delivered
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R-L: Edo State Deputy Governor, Rt. Hon. Comrade Philip Shaibu, Governor Godwin Obaseki and Vice President, Yemi Osinbajo,
during an exhibition at the National Festival of Arts and Culture (NAFEST) 2019, which held in Edo State
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ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR

In line with his Making Edo Great
Again (MEGA) agenda, Governor
Obaseki has emphasized that arts and
culture remain a major thrust of his
administration, leading to the pursuit
of plans to strategically position Edo as
a cultural hub. This is anchored on the
fact that arts and culture is an integral
part to what defines the identity and
the greatness of Edo people.

During his first term, in 2018, the
governor organized the Edo Festival for
Arts and Culture (EdoFEST) where he
pushed for the repatriation of artefacts
that were stolen from the Benin King-
dom and displayed in notable museums
across the world.

Also, in 2019, the state hosted the
9-day National Festival for Sports and
Culture (NAFEST), which many apt-
ly described as bringing culture home.
Significantly, the NAFEST stage was one
of the last major events where Nigerians
had the opportunity to be thrilled by the
late Edo-born highlife maestro, Prof.
Victor Uwaifo with his evergreen songs
and energetic rhythm.

Even the Covid-19 with its crippling
effect on socio-economic systems across

the world could not deter the vision of
His Excellency, who in 2021, built the
Sir Victor Uwaifo Creative Hub, im-
mortalising the Edo music legend. The
centre provides talented Edo youths the
opportunities to express their creativi-
ty. The facility serves as the melting pot
of the state’s nascent entertainment and
creative industry. It is accessible to the
public at a highly discounted price, and
features a sound stage for film and TV
production, a mini-studio for photogra-
phy and content creation. Thousands of
Edo youths are receiving training to lev-
erage opportunities in the state’s cultural
sector. The state is partnering with Rok
studios to produce 50 movies in 2022,

Cultural festivals are also being re-
vived just as tourist sites are being reju-
venated to attract tourists from across
the world.

Post Covid-19, the governor unveiled
plans to build a cultural district and
the Edo Museum of West Africa Arts
(EMOWAA) to host cultural works
that would strengthen the connection
between the rich cultural heritage of
Edo people to present and future gen-
erations.

27)

Data on Arts and Culture

® State advocacy on return of stolen artefacts
led to impending repatriation of 7,000 Benin
bronzes from German museums

® Hosted record 30 Nigerian states for 2019
NAFEST

® 50 movies and TV series being produced in
the state in 2022

® 1,267 youths trained for jobs in the creative
industry

Victor Uwaifo |
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Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki (middle) during a Facebook Developers programme at the Edo Innovates Hub in Benin City, Edo State.

The Edo State Skills Development
Agency also known as EdoJobs is
Governor Godwin Obaseki’s brain-
child to midwife economic revolu-
tion in the state tapping from the
energy and drive of its youth pop-
ulation. The governor kickstarted
his administration by collecting the
data of unemployed youths in the
state through EdoJobs.

Today, the agency is tasked with
multi-functional roles, helping in
coordinating a cross-section of
projects that are focused on en-
gaging youths, building their ca-
pacity to drive productivity and
providing needed support for
economic growth by leveraging
multilateral partnerships with
local and international agencies.
This has led to the creation of not
less than 300,000 direct and indi-
rect jobs in the state.

EdoJobs is responsible for
managing Edo Innovates Hub, a
tech-focused co-working space
and support ecosystem that trains
youths on in-demand tech skills;
the Edo production hub, an in-
dustrial complex serving cottage
industries; the Edo Tech Park, an
elite software engineering train-
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SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY

ing school run in partnership
with Decagon.

Other projects managed by the
agency is the EdoCARES project,
through which government is
supporting small businesses with
grants; GIZ SKYE programme,
which engages youths in produc-
tive activities; Edo Creative Hub,
focused on grooming a virile
ecosystem to support the states
creative industry and the Edo
Food and Agriculture Cluster, to
encourage and support youths in
agricultural venture.

The agency leverages partner-
ships with Microsoft, Amazon,
Siemens, Google, LinkedIn, Ox-
fam, Facebook, the World Bank,
Udacity, Konga, International
Migrants Organisation (IOM),
among others, in engaging youths
and boosting productivity in the
state.

The agency operates job cen-
tres across the three senatorial
districts in the state, promoting
capacity building, technology in-
novation, vocational training and
technical education, digital litera-
cy, e-commerce and youth devel-
opment.
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Data on EdoJobs

® 33,309 trained at Edo
Innovates Hub

® 12,215 benefited from
job matching initiatives

® 2,405 trained at
the Edo Food and
Agriculture Cluster
(EdoFAC)

® 264 entrepreneurs
supported at the Edo
Production Centre

® 1,267 creatives
benefiting from
partnerships at the Edo
Creative Hub

® Over N25 million
raised by start-ups at
various centres

® 15,000 youths
undergoing training at

Edo Tech Park
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The newly built Benin Central Bus Terminal (BCT) in Obakhavbaye, Benin City.
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TRANSPORT SECTOR REFORMS

The Governor Obaseki-led adminis-
tration has left no stone unturned in its
commitment to reinvent the state’s trans-
port system. The government, in the past
six years, has taken pragmatic steps and
pursued nuanced reforms in the sector
towards ensuring a modern and efficient
transport system in Edo, given the stra-
tegic location of the state as a transit lo-
cation.

Like a workman ready with his tools,
Obaseki on assumption of office imme-
diately set to work, rallying stakeholders,
including academia, investors, transport-
ers, and government agencies, among
others to develop the states transport
master plan, outlining a workable blue-
print to reposition the transport sector.

The governor also embarked on the
construction of a 700-capacity Benin
Central Park, at the Obakhavbaye axis of
Ring Road, to bring a new lease of life to
the city’s transport scene, providing be-
spoke transport experience to ftravelers
commuting to and from Benin City.

The project has now been completed
with ultra-modern facilities to ensure
an efficient city commute service. Four
more of such bus terminals are being de-
veloped across different locations in the
state.

As part of the transport master plan,
the government is redesigning roads
within the Benin metropolis to have bus

stops and traffic lights, taking advantage
of its transit stop to benefit from its po-
sitioning in the country’s transport eco-
system.

The state has secured the approval of
the Federal Ministry of Aviation to con-
struct an airport in Edo North Senatorial
District to open up the area and rev up
economic activities in the state.

The state is vigorously pursuing plans
of making the state a transport hub, by
building bus transit parks in Aviele, Ehor,
Oluku and Okpella, to ease human and
vehicular traffic in the state.

The Edo State Traffic Management
Agency (EDSTMA) has been overhauled
and the officers re- orientated with a view
to making the agency have a human face
and at the same time, ensure free flow of
traffic.

Recently, mobile courts were inau-
gurated in the state to summarily try
recalcitrant drivers and this has made
the traffic situation in the state better.
Community service, in addition to the
prevailing ones, has been introduced as a
new form of sanctioning or punishment
for errant driver-offenders.

A dedicated office building to house
the Training and Management Develop-
ment Centre has been established with
state-of the-art facilities to strengthen the
state’s traffic control and management
within the Benin metropolis.

50
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TRANSPORT

Data on Transport Sector

® 700-unit capacity central bus terminal
operational

@ Two transit parks being constructed

® 250 officers recruited into Edo State Traffic
Management Agency (EDSTMA)

® 70 new luxury buses purchased for Edo City
Transport Service (ECTS)
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~ Instrument Landing Equipment for night landing
:i operations installed by Edo State government at the |
. Benin Airport
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Governor of the year

210231



